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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INDIAN AGENCY HQUSE
Route 1, near Silver Lake
Shawnee County, Kansss

Pregent Ovner: A, E. Moore, Route 1, Siiver Lake,

Progent Cecunanb: Quner.

Present Use: Residence

Brief Statement of Significance: Thig
former Indian Agency building,
built by white men gtill gtonding

in Kansas.

papy 1. JIISTORICAL INFORMATTION

4. Physieal History:

1. Originsl and sulbsequent owners:
U. S. Government
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Kansuas.

stone house,
ig perhaps the earliest structure

said 1o he a

Chiel Lewisg Henry Opee -~ by patent - 81 #cres

(eorge Greonwood and son

A. F. Moore - purchace - 1941

2. Date of erecction:
1826 or 1827 (MeCoy, M. E., Brief iistory of Sfgency
House Kensog fndins Asepey Near Silver Lake, Kansas,
e r

Topeka, Kensas, Moy 18, 1940. S
mental Materd al, for & copy of

surnliery ete.
m of the Pionc

3. Archiveci, pullder,
Hajor Angus L, Lang

Army, orpenized a field party ito esiobliel

The stone was guerried apparently
8 miles from thne building side.
mid., p- 3.)

4. Original p}'w;, rhruction eto,
(See Likely So.Ices ot Yei Investh

—u

!
d
cvi—

iohes on alterations and additions:

&, Imporitant old views and referencesg:

from o Locau,

(8ee Meloy,

Hone locaved,
:rr

ated, Part I, C.)

None

None Jocotoed.,
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B, Hi torlcal Events LONHECUEd wzth the Strq;idre. ' KARNL,
© This is g2id to have been a Kensas Indian Agency House as ¥9-SiuvV.
early es 1826, which would make it the earliest kmown struc- -
“ture in the Kansas Territory.  John C. Frefmont of the Corps
of Topographical Engineerg, U. S, Army, cut a eross (i)
into the water table in the north wall of the roriheast
corner of the building. This mark was used as a triangula-
tion point in 1853. ({Sce MeCoy, M. E., Ibid., 0.4 .)

C. Likely Sources Mot Yet Investigated:
Bureau of Indian Affairs, U. 8. Dept. of Interior,
Woshington, D. C. -

At the Nationai Archives, 014 Army Section, Washington, D. C.
Took for: Becords concerning Ma jor Angus L. Langham, a
' milltary engineer of the Piloneer Corps,
Y., 3. Army, c. 1825-8
Survey of J. C. McCoy, Civil Enginesr, 1836,
a resurvey of Kansan Indlans Rescrvations
No+es of John €. Freemont, Corps of Topograph-
1 Engineers, U. S, Army, 1853

ntal Material:
/[Original typescript In possession of A. E. Hoore, Route 1,
er Lake, Kanssg/

BRIEF IISTORY OF AGENCY HOUSE
KANSAS TMDIAN AGENCY MEAR SILVER LAKE , XANSAS

Pursuant to a treaty signed June 3?&, 1825, between the United
tates Government snd the Kansas (Kaw)} iribe of Indians, a sub-trive of
he Da otah, certain lands were desipneted under Ariicle Mumber Five (5)
ag a reservation containing One Thousand Six Hundred (1603) gguare nmiles
which was 1o be surveyed and the boundaries and corners marked, as soon
thereafter 4s a surveying party with suiteble eguipment, gupplLes and
escort could ve organized, and moved invo the territory. Therealfier on
September 14in, 1825, a special order was issued to the commanding officer
&t Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, directing the designailon of Major,
Angras Lo Langbam, o %LTLLﬁry Engincer, of the Picncer Corps, U. 5. Army
to prepsre appropriate xcqu¢31b_ona for the necessﬂmy eguipment and
supplies, Troops "E' and ¥ of the Zud U. 8. Cavalyy were detailed as
escort, The post guaritermester was directed to furalsn Lea (10) escort
wagons and camp and Garrison ecuipment for an expedition of Three
iundred (300} men for & pericd of two (2) years.

51
1

The intendent of Indien affairs secured and sent to Jefferson
Barracks, Missouri, the necessary personel Lo establigh an agency to
the Kansag tribe of Indlans.

All
maren nt the Indian Country, March 9, 1820, On April 1ith, they
crossed the Topeka River by way of the Grinter Ferry, into .ebraska.

reparation having besen completed, the Field Party began the

i
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Afi{er spending several days at the Deleware Indian Agency, the mérch up ;ﬁﬁﬁf
“the Topeka River was resumed, On’ Apr i1 21lst, arriving at the Winter ?145i';v

Quariers of the Xansas Indians on- the North Baﬁk of the Topeka River,
Mey 1, 1826, (Noies- It is believed the site of the Indians Town was
the location now occupied by the fown of Silver lLake, Kensas.)

i..

How uhe site of the agency location was deelded upont is not known,
byt is believed to have been selecied on account of the Xansas Indians,
Stomp grounds alt which they held itheir rendezvous, prior,to, and long

affter, the location of the Agency House.

. ¥hile the quarry men, laborers and teamsters were assembling
material for ithe Agency Bulldingg, kMejor Langham and hls party con-
gisting of Antoine Moullier, head cha1rman, Gabriel Constant, rear
chairman, Joseph Denoyer, heaa marker and Francols Duguelie, rear
marker, began the location and survey of the reservation for the Kansas
Indiens. ' ' o

The Agency house and other buildings were siarted during lhe sum-~
mer of 1826 and finished during the early spring months of 1827, as
Me jor Langham refers to the completion of building operations oy the
time he completed surveys for the Kansas Half Breed Indicng, who claimed
grants of one section of land hased upon the North bank of the Topeka
or Kansas River. (Note--during 1826, Me jor Lengham, at il times roLers
to this siream as the "Topeka River". After February 7th, 1827,
designated the stream as the "Kansas River". Under Friicie Number Five (5),
of whom there was twenty-three (23). The survey of the twenty-ihree
reserves was begun February lst, 1827, and completed March 20th, 1827.

Ma jor Langham described in his noltes the location of the stone
quarry and the road over which sione was hauled, and a bridge ucross
a stream which he refers to as Nea-Tugh~Ta Weah--which ig the Indian
name of the stircam now chlled Little Soldier Creek; pari of the bridge
which he described 1s gtill In place though its exact localbion was not
¥novm wmtil September 1939, when i1 was located.

No record was mede of how they crossed Nea-Tush-Ta (Sclidier Creek)
so 1t presumed that passage was made by ford. It appears from the
Reaord that the stone uged in construciing the agency bulldings were
Quarri od on Jand afterwards allcotted to John Boatmaxn. {The N.1/2 of
the 8.E.1/4, Section 13, Township 10, Range 14) now owned by Walter
T. Pence, (1940}). No explenatlon is made for hauling gtone ihis
dislance, approximately eight miles,

Dﬁr‘ng'1836, J. C. McCoy, a Civil Engineer, re-surveyed the lines
of the Xansas Indians Reservation and the Kansas Hall Breed Indian
Lends., IA his nobtes he males reference Lo noles of Major Angus L.
Langnam, of which he hed a copy, and 1o the Kansas Indian Agency, shtat-
ing the time and place of thelr construction which he refers to as
1826~-1827, During 1838-1839 while laying off the icwnships Easi of
the 6Lth P. 4. and locating the gecond (2nd) Standard Paraliel South
refercence is again made in the notes to an old Ford across Nea-Tush-Ta
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helieved 1o have been made by Major Langham. This ford sixty-three (63)&4A855
links southeast of the quarter secilon stone on the south iine, Section KANS
Number Thirty-Six (36) Township Ten (10) South Hange Fourteen (14) Eash €4-sivv
ag being & rock paved Ford and the road being in a Noriheasterly, South- -
westerly direction which corresponds to the location of the Langham's

road though HMe jor Langham makes no record of & Ford.

Agein in the notes of John C. Trement, of the Corps of Topographical

L)

Engineers, U. 8. Army, reference is made 1o the Stone Building as the

Ageney House of the Kansas Indian Agency. After descriving the Stone
House he states, "A eross (+) was cut in the foundation ledge, Two (2)
fect above the grownd on the North wall at the Hortheast corner of the
building which mark was used as a tri-angulaetion point. The elevation
of the crosg was given as 911.34!' M.T.8.L." (Mein-tide Sea Level)

These notes wera dated 1853,

During the summer of 1862, the reservation of the Kansas Indians

wag seavionized.

The survey and division of Pownship Eleven (11}, south Range
Fourteen (14) East of the Sixth (6th) Principal Meridian was commenced
August 4th, 1862 end completed September 6th, of thet year.

Section Fifteen (15), Township Eleven (11) South, Hange Fourteen
(14) Bast of the Gth P. M. was loedied and merked Auvgust 20th, 1862,

Some members of the Konsas Indians elecied 1o take allotments of
land in tho Kansas Indian Beservation, Land patents were granted in
various amounts to such as had "Head Rights" in the reservetion. The
Southeast one-fourth (1,/4) section Fifteen (15), Township Eleven {11),
Scuth, Range Fourteen (14) Hast of the 5th P.M., was patenied in the
neme of Lewls Henry Ogee. When the public highway now Ymown as the
Silver Lake Hoad (U. S. 24) was locested, it was found thuv the old
Pigenay House" was built so near the E-VW1/% Section line that the house
would be in the road, right of woy, in preference of destroying the
aldest land mark in this pard{ cof Kensos, the highwoy vos located lMorih
off the fuerter Section line throuzh the Hast one-halfl of Seclion

Fifteen (15), Township Bloven (11), Range Fourteen (14).

The "Agency House' hag been in constant uge since Lis construchtion
in 18246 nd 1827, IL i in & splendid siaie of preservaiion not with-
wpanding the flood of 1844, the walls are still as sood as when built.
Mis house iz now owned by A, B, Moore .

of higiory concerning this cld building has
of early surveys and reporis of aurveyors
1 concerning the Ageacy House, and the men

Hoping these brief noues
Lo the wnknown persons who he

11 ve of lmvercou. I bey to remuin
g requoegbed this reciini of records.

Very Respectiully,

. B, Meloy, Civil Engineer

Topeka, Kanses
ia;‘;." 1(,J _RC;'J(O. _

" - . T f e
Port I prepared by Y s (Psiiaen  date 7/58
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A, General Statement:

1.  Architectural Character;
' A typical Territorial building of stone construction,
which may be the earliest architecture by white men in
this area,

2. Condltion of Fabric:
The walls are well preserved but the interior has been
modified and is not well meiritained.

B. Technical Deceripiion of Exterior:

-

i. Foundotione:
‘The foundationg are of native limesione. The thicknesc
of the foundation wall is aboutl tweniy-four inches,

2. Wall consitruction:
The walls are built of limesicne and are aboul eighteen
inches thick., Cul and dressed stone is used for the
water table, window sills, thresholds and lintels.

3. Porches:
The frent porch ls not original (per old photograph,
. Kansas State Historical Society, lopeke, Kapsas, Pholo-
grzph Division, Silver Lake File}. The baek porch io
probably an addibion. Both porches are single story
and are of wood construciion.

4. Chimneys:
Brickx. The chimney on the east is n iis origingl con-
dition but the chimney on the west wall has been replaced
and now runs on the exiericr of the bulilding

.

Opening

A

&. Doorways and doors: Posinted wood frame Tor doorvay
hneg simple moiding. Wood panelled doors of
negged construction are prowably original.

b. Windows and shuiters: Twelve pone pegsed wood sash
windows are originel but the pegged weooden shutters
are said (by A, E. Moore, pregent owner, In an
interview June 24, 1958) to be about 1880 in date.

2, Shane, covering: Geble roof now covered with espholt

shincleg.
’ . Cornice, eaves: These are of simple desisn and con-
' structed of wood.



HABS No. KANS-12

¢c. Dormers: MNong. L HABS
o KANS
7. Supplementel Information: None, - 84610 Y

!..u
Technical Description of Interiors: a

1. Floor Plans: _ -
Central hall plan with parlor, ¥itchen and 1lving
room on the first floor and three bedrooms and &
medern bath on the second floor. (Mr. Moore, present
wner built the bathroon and the small window for it,)

2. Staimvays:
The stairway ilg locaied on the west side of the ceniral
hall, The handrall is original buwi the ballusters are
of two differont designs.

3. Flooring:

The f{irst floor is not origlnal. Owner (A. E. MNoore,
interview June 24, 1958) states that the second f‘oor
is original.

4. Well and ceiling finish:
Plagtered with wallpaper covering,

. Doorways and doors:
Thege are of gtanda rd panelled desi
original, The materionl 1s wood wi
tion,

ign and a2re mosily
th pegged construge-

&, Primg
L very simple wooden trim was utilized.
7. Hardware;
Many different ilems - propobly few, 1f any, are original.

§. Healing:
In the oris
main ao.msi
4 modern ga

el

i

1L hovpe fireniaces
fad

located in the ivo
rooms and the two 3

zhairs bedrooms, Now

ina
air
s he

ealing sysiem has Teen nstelled. -
S, Lighting:
dNone of the crigina L renaing, Electiyie wiring has been

added.

10, Supplemental. Informe

Part IT prepsred by ;Q wﬁf{ Lo ax ?P,’} date 7/58&
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PART III.  OIHER INFORMATION - - o HARS
A, Site: , o - 4 RETRAY
) S

5. )

1 seiting and orientation:
oy lot along U. 'S. Highway 24. Front of the bullding
faces noerih {o. the highway.

2. Z¥nclosures: _
A moderniron fence exigie along the highway.

3. Outbuildings:
Modern sheds and & garage exist on the lot. All are
wood frame.

k=1 HNomne.

4
[

of-
=

5. landscaping: = .
Scattered Trees exist on the loi and a cinder driveway
ieads off the highway to the garage,

Supplemental Material: None.

Part I1I prepared by 905}% fﬁ{?k u,ua,pf) date 1/58



